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     EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY:  Bachelor of General Studies (BGS) 
 

•  The Bachelor of General Studies (BGS) provides adult students with an alternative to traditional degree programs.  It is 
intended for the mature student, age 21 or older, who wishes to complete an undergraduate degree while still maintaining 
employment and family responsibilities. 

•  Students must meet ETSU Admissions requirements and must also apply for admission to the BGS program and be formally 
admitted to the program. 

•  Working with a BGS academic advisor, the student will develop an individualized program of study (course sequence) for 
the junior and senior year that is specifically tailored to the student's learning needs. 

•  A minimum of 128 credit hours required for graduation/receipt of the Baccalaureate degree.   
•  Transfer students with an associate degree designed for transfer or with 60 or more transferable semester credits are required 

to take two writing intensive, one oral communication, and two using information technology courses. You must take theses 
courses at ETSU; transfer credits for courses taken at other institutions does not satisfy the intensive requirements. Your BGS 
advisor at ETSU will help you identify and choose these courses.  

•  For additional information, contact the Bachelor of General Studies Office at (423) 439-4223. 
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English 1010, 1020   3 3 
Mathematics 1530    3 - 
1Lab Science Sequence  4 4 
Computer Science 1010  3 -        
2Approved Electives   3 6 
3Humanities Elective   - 3 
 

_____   _____      
TOTAL           16       16
  

History 2010, 2020   3 3
2Approved Electives   3 3 
Physical Education Activities  1 1 
4Sophomore Literature  3 - 
5Philosophy Elective   - 3 
6Restricted Elective   - 3 

Speech 2100, 2200, or 2400  3 - 
7Social Science Electives   3-4 3 

         _____   _____ 
      TOTAL        16-17      16 

1 Select sequence from BIOL 1110-1120, 2010-2020; CHEM 1110-1120; GEOL 1040-1050; PHYS 2010-2020. 
2 Students should choose electives that transfer directly to ETSU.  See Pellissippi State/ ETSU equivalency table for list of 
courses.  To receive an Associate of Arts degree, six hours must be an intermediate foreign language sequence. Students lacking 
two years of study in the same foreign language at high school level will take the prerequisite to this sequence:  one year of 
beginning foreign language. 
3 Chosen from ART 1720, 1730; MUS 1030; THEA 1030. 
4 Chosen from ENGL 2110, 2120, 2210, 2220, 2310, 2320.  
5 Chosen from PHIL 1030, 2010, 2400. 
6 Chosen from HIST 1010, 1020, 1110, 1120 or any course from footnote 4 or 5 that is not being used to fulfill the literature or   
   the philosophy requirement. 
7 Chosen from ANT 1300; ECN 2010; POL 1010; PSY 1010; SOC 1010. 
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