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The TRiO Tribune is pleased to present a Q&A with the new staff of the department, 
Mark Cotter  and Tracy Walker . We will select another Featured Student next month. 
In addition, we’re proud to announce that on November 15th Yolanda Hunt McFadden 
will join the department as the new Tutor/Retention Advisor. Yolanda has over twenty 
years of TriO experience at the University of Georgia. We look forward to welcoming 
her onboard! In the meantime, have a safe and happy Thanksgiving and don’t forget to 
sign up for the TriO Thanksgiving Potluck on November 16th!�
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What did you do before coming to work for TRiO? 
Most recently, I worked in Family Assistance at the Department of Human 
Services; however, before that, I worked for six years at the University of 
Tennessee TRiO Student Support Services (titled The Educational 
Advancement Program) and taught in the Educational Psychology 
Department of the College of Education, Health and Human Sciences.  Over 
the years I have had a variety of work experiences ranging from ditch 
digging to child protective services to directing a residential program for 
teenagers in foster care. 
 
 

 
 
What do you hope to learn from working in TRiO? 
I hope to learn more about students as individuals with unique talents, goals, 
and experiences. 
 
What kinds of changes to do you plan to implement to 
improve the department? 
I am looking forward to expanding services to students at other sites 
(possibly via web-based interactions), forming alliances with other student 
organizations such as with International Students Association, providing a 
variety of workshops, and focusing on students’ successes. 
 
What are some of your outside interests and hobbies? 
My outside interests include my family (I have a wife and two daughters), 
the Children’s International Summer Villages, kayaking, running, travel, and 
sport fencing, which I hope to bring to PSTCC! 
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What did you do before coming to work for TRiO? 
For the past year I was working as the secretary for the East Tennessee 
Carpenters and Millwrights Training Center in Oak Ridge.  Before that, I 
lived in Wisconsin, where I worked in Faculty Services at Edgewood 
College in Madison.  I was also a Field Assistant (Assistant Director) with 
the University of Wisconsin Marching Band, was a very active musician 
with various local groups, and I was über-involved in theater – as an 
actress, director and in production & design. 
 
What do you hope to learn from working in TRiO? 
I hope to learn more about the people involved in TRiO – I love working 
with people of all ages and backgrounds, and the feel of community within 
a family, group or organization.  I think TRiO is a wonderful program that 
provides fantastic opportunities – I hope to learn more about helping 
people through our Department. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are some of your outside interests and hobbies? 
Well, I’m married to Bill Walker – just celebrated our 20th anniversary!  
And I have 2 wonderful, beautiful daughters:  Becca, who’s a freshman 
here at Pellissippi State, and Sarah, who’s a sophomore at Oak Ridge High 
School.  I love pets, as evidenced by our small “zoo” at home of 2 dogs 
and 3 cats, and I volunteer for some of the different animal organizations 
in the area.  I’m also really active in music – my husband and I have an 
R&B/Rock Band:  “The Atomic Horns – Rock & Soul, Rhythm & Blues 
Band” – we play around Oak Ridge and Knoxville.  I’m also an extremely 
active Theater person – Bill and I  and 2 friends of ours started our own 
Theater/Music/Entertainment/Event Production Company over the 
summer, called “Patter Productions” so that keeps me very busy with 
acting, directing and tech stuff.  So I do manage to stay pretty busy!     
 


