Adult LearnersProfile

This reportprovides an initiaprofile for adultlearnersat Pellissippi State Community College
(PSCC)Population and dmographicanalysesvere based ordatafor eachfall semester from 2011
through 2015. Analysis of Variand®NOVA) was conducted with R software (version 3.2.2) and least
squares means compaon Theseanalysesvere prepared by th®ffice of Institutional Effectiveness,
Assessment and Planning at PSCC.

An adult learnerwasdefined asa studentwhose age igqualto or morethan 24 yearsat the
start of thefall semester.During thefive years ofthe study, alult studentenrollmentrangedfrom
4,071in fall 2011to 2,727in fall 2015(Fig.1). This30%reductionin the adultstudentpopulationmight
be related to increased jolmarketopportunities
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Figurel. Adult studenta €hroliment during fall semestes 2011thru 2015

PopulationDemographics

Age: Adult learned f2edianagewasconsistentover all terms Sgnificant differencgp<0.001)was
observedn age by gendefemaled (i dzR Sgbliaragewas31, whilemalea (i dzR Sgbiarage
was29 overthe five terms(Table 1) Thesedatasuggesthat femaleadult learners aréwo years
older than mals.

Tablel. Adulta (i dzR $wgdiadiageby genderduring fall semestes
2011thru 2015
Gender Fall 2011 Fall2012 Fall 2013 Fall 2014 Fall 201&
M 29 29 29 29 29
F 31 31 31 31 31

Gender: Asteady gender ratio (0.82 male/female) was observed between fall 2011 and fall 2013,
indicatingthat the adult population was predominantkgmalein those years Howeverjn the
following two yearghis ratio changedo near 11 in fall 2015 indicatingthat the adult population
at PSC&trending toward50% male and 50% femaddents(Fig. 2)

This chang in ratiowasdue to a approximatelyl4%greater decrease in female enrolimethian
in male enrolimenbver the pastwo years
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Figure2. Percentage of adult studentsy gender during fall
semester 2011 thru 2015.

Full/Part Time Status:The alult populationconsistedorimarily of part-time students increasingrom
64% in fall 2011 to 71% in fall 20@5g. 3) No significant difference was observg0.05) using
LSD mean separatioamongfull-time students by gender during the pdste years. However,
data suggest thathe majority of part-time studentswere female(Fig. 3.

Moreover,significant differencép<0.001)was observed in age by fulind part-time status Rart-
time adult student§inedianagewas31, while full-time adult stdzR S ynédia@agewas29 (Table
2). Thissuggestshat part-time adult students aréwo yearsolder thanfull-time adult students,

which isprobablyrelatedto the fact thata majority of parttime students are female and they are
two years older thathe malestudents
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Figure3. Percentage ofull and parttime adult students Figure4. Percentage of full and pastime adult students
during fall semester 2011 thru 2015 by genderduring fall semeser 2011 thru 2015

Table2. | Rdzt G & ( dzR Sy (i fulkpartytinR dtdtugduringdféll 6 @
semesters2011 thru 2015

Status Fall 2011 Fall2012 Fall 2013 Fall 2014 Fall 201=
Full Time 29 29 29 29 29
Part Time 31 31 31 31 31

Single ParenBtatus: The majority of adult students declared themselvas notsingle parens during
the pastfive years(Fig. 5) Thepercentageof adult studentsvho declared as single parent
dropped gradually from 16%n fall 2011 to 4% in fall 2015



In addition the majority of single parenstudentswere femaleand parttime (Figs. 6 and 7)Notice
that the percentageof single parenstudentswho are paritime hasbeen increasing ifater years,
following thepattern of the overallpart-time & (i dzR Boyuliatiof(Fig. 7)
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Figure5. Percentage okingle parentadult students Figure6. Percentage ofsingle parentadult students by
during fall semester 2011 thru 2015. gender during fall semester 2011 thru 2015.
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Figure7. Percentage ofsingle parentadult studentsby
full/ part-time statusduring fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Veteran Status:Amajority of adult students were clafied as noveterans. Only 6% 8% of adult
students were classified as vetera(fsig. §.
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Figure8. Percentage ofeteranadult students during fall
semester 2011 thru 2015.

Ethnicity: Approximately 80% of adulearnersselfidentified asWhite, with African-Americanasthe
secondargestethnicity group(~10%)and HispanieLatinoasthe third largestgroup (~3%)
Distributions among ethnicitiasemainedstable during thdive yearsof study (Fig. 9)
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Figure9. Percentage of adult studentby ethnicity during
fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Classification:More than half of adultearnerswere classified as sophomore stude(degreeseeking,
30+ hours}hroughout thefive years ofthe study. Moreover, cata showed a gradual increase in
the sophomore population from 52% in fall 2011 to 58% in fall 2015. eids studens
classified as other freshmddegreeseeking, <30 hourslecreasd from 30% to 22% during the
same yearsFirsttime freshman, special, and transient student population remaioeastant
throughout thefive years(Fig. 10)

Additionally,dataanalysis showedery stablemedian age among classificationsopBomore
student fedianagewasapproximately31; similarly, firsttime freshman and other freshman
studen@ Redian agavasbetween29and31. Special student®on-degree seekingghowed the
highestmedian agef approximately34. Median age ofriansient studens (degreeseeking
currently pursuing a degree at another institution and eredkt PSC® take classes toward their
degred wasless stablghrough the fiveyears however transientsrepresent only 1% dhe total
adult student populatior(Fig. 11)
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FigurelO. Percentage of adult students bglassification Figurell. Adult studentsmedian age byclassification
during fall semester 2011 thru 2015. during fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Academic ProgramThe most common program pursudxyy adult learnergluringthe pastfive years
wasthe university parallel progrartthese studentsarein AA and AS prograneading totransfer
to afour-year institutior). Business administration, engineering technology, media technologies,
and computer science technology were tm®st popularAAS programamong adult students
during thefive years(Fig. 12)
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Figurel2. Percentage of adult students bgcademic program
during fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Transfer >= 3 Credit hourgdose to 50% of adult students transferrddee or more credit hourgrom
another institutionto PSCC during tHeve years(Fig. 13) This indicates that about half of adult
students have prior college experience.
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Figurel3. Percentage of adult studentgansferring >= 3
credit hoursduring fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Financial Aid

PELLGrant The percentagesf adult students versus traditional students receiving PELL $ynaare
compared. Over thefive years, ehigher percentage abveralladult students received PELL grant
(~593%),while only approximately 40%f overall traditional students received the grgitig. 14)

Cbse to 60%f adult studentgeceived PELLantsfrom fall 2011 to fal2013 Beginningall 2014
the number of receiverslecreasedo 48%in fall 2015Fig. 14) Part of thedecrease iPELL grant
receiveramight beexplained by the greater decrease in femtidlan malestudent enrollmentin the
pasttwo years since a greater proportion of female adult students received the grant (Fig. 15).

Additionally, in the pastfive years 80% offirst-time adult students received PELL gsAiftig. B).
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Figurel4. Percentage ofdult and traditionalstudents Figurel5. Percentage ofadult students receiving Pell
receiving PELL granuring fall semester 2011 thru 2015. grant by gender during fall semester 2011 and 2015.
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Figurel6. Percentage of firsttime adult studentsreceiving
PELL grant during fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Achievements

High School DiplomaThemajority of adult studentsegistered in the padive yearsearned a regular
high school diploméFig. 17).Over thesameperiod the percentage addult students who earned
GED diplomasgras consistently nedt4%
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Figurel?. Percentage ohigh school diplomaype earned by
adult students registerediuring fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

College Readiness Statu€ollege readgtatusis determined byhe student€Yeadinesgo enroll
directly in collegdevel course workin PSCGhe percentageof college readwadult students
increasedgraduallyfrom 34% irfall 2011 to 42% in fall 201%ig. 18).



However, éta showedhat only 8% of firsttime adult students were college readyhile 40% of
non-first-time adult students wre college readguringthe sameperiod (Fig. 19nd 2Q. Perhaps
this smallpercentageof first-time adult studentcan be explained by the effect tife amount of
time thesestudentshave been out of theschoolsystem whereasthe majority of nonfirst-time
adult students had prior college experienckis important topoint out that a majority of adult
students(around60%)come to schoolackingskill and knowledge that students gain in high
schoolthusarriving atcollegeunprepared.

Additionally, among all ethnicities, Africédmericanshowed the lowespercentageof adult
students beingreparedfor collegeacross thdive years otthe study (Fig.2).
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Figurel8. Percentage of college ready adult students during
fall semester 2011 thru 2015.
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Figurel9. Percentage of firsttime adult students by Figure20. Percentage ofnon-first-time adult students by
college ready during fall semester 2011 thru 2015. college ready during fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

College Readiness by Ethnicity
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Figure2l. Percentage of college ready adult studertty ethnicity during fall semester 2011hru 2015.



Prior CollegeStatus: The percentagef adult studenswith previous college experienggadually
increasedfrom 52%in fall 2011 to 64% in fall 201¥ig. 2). This is consistent with théata on
students with transfer hours (Fig. 13)
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Figure22. Percentage of adult studentwith prior college
experienceduring fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Credit HoursAnalysis: Thenumber of credit hours taken by adult studemtscreased ovethe pastfive
years, following therend of adultstudent enrollment Thigendencyis morepronouncedat the
Hardin Valley campusince it is the campusith the majority of studentgFig. 3).

In recent years, adult students have attemptiesver credit hours but earnedcredit hours at a
better rate, suggesting that adult studenkgve become more successtiig. 24).

Online classes are the secomibst popularoption for adult students, since around 13% of credit
hours were taken in online course{$ number vascalculated using averageedit hours during
the lastfive yearg (Fig 3).

Credit Hours Taken by Campus Cumulative Credit and Attempted
25000 Hours

250000 -

\ Py 200000 ‘
15000

‘\ e=ii=BInt

g
g

No. Credit hours taken

No. of Hours

150000 -
10000 :'[;v:;n 100000 ‘ # CmltvCrdhrs
5000 S 50000 J M CmltvAttmptdhrs
0 % “==0Othrsite 0 ’7 - S - L -
Fall 2011 Fall2012 Fall 2013 Fall 2014 Fall 2015 Fall 2011 Fall2012 Fall 2013 Fall 2014Fall 2015
Year Year

Figure23. Number of credit hours taken by campus durin  Figure24. Number ofcumulative credit and attempted
fall semester 2011 thru 2015 hoursduring fall semester 2011 thru 2015

Fgure & omitsinformation onHardin Valley campusince it hady farthe highest percentage of
credit hours taken across all ethnicitie@ther campus data showed thtte majority of credt
hours taken byAfricanAmericansvere at MagnoliaAvenueand Division Street campuses.

Similarly the majority of credit hours taken by Nonresident Aliemsre at Division Streetampus
Closer observation shovilsat thosecredit hours were in Reading, Grammar, Writiagg Learning
Support Math.



Credit Hours Taken by Campus and Ethinicity
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Figure25. Percentageof credit hours taken by campuand ethnicityduring fall semester 2011 thru 2015

Cumulative GPA Analysi®ver thefive terms studied)ess than 20% of adult learners hadwnulative
GPA lesthan or equal to 2.QGPA<=2.0which is consideredn atrisk cumulative GPA for
graduation purposeFig. 26)

ARdzt (i & dvery@uymillatice GPAangeal from 2.74 to 2.8 pointsluring thefive years of
study. Sgnificantdifferent (p<0.001cumulative GPAy gendemvas observedising LSD mean
separation female student€averageGPA wag.8 points, whilemale studentSaverage GPA was
2.6 pointsduringtheseyears(Fig. Z). Moreover, 1ill-time adult studentsconsistentlyachieveda
highercumulativeGPA than partime students(Fig. B).
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Figure26. Cumulative GPA <= 2.0 during fall semesters
2011 thru 2015.



2.9

< 275
o

26
2.55

GPA by Gender

2.85
28

(- 27 -

2.65

T T T
Fall 2011 Fall2012 Fall 2013 Fall 2014 Fall 2015
Year

GPA by F/P Time Status

7&

M

2.9
2.85
= 28

]\ 5
Br 275
“Average 2.7
2.65

T T T T 1
Fall2011 Fall2012 Fall 2013 Fall 2014 Fall 2015
Year

g Full Time
afll==Part Time

Figure27. Cumulative GPAy genderduring fall semester

2011 thru 2015.

fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Figure28. Cumulative GPA bfull/part -time studentsduring

Single parent adult learners generally achieved lowersaitgh those who did not identify as
single parents; however asignificantdifference(p>0.05)wasobserved in cumulative GPA by
single parent statugFigs. 2). Veteranadult studentsshowed an unpredictable behavior
cumulative GPADuring thefirst three years of studycumulative GPA was higher fegteranadult
students, while for the lasttwo years, it was lower than for the rest of the studentdlo significant
difference(p>0.05wasobserved in cumulative GPA by veteran stdttig. 30).
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Figure30. Cumulative GPA byeteran status during fall

AfricanAmericanadult students generally showeddower cumulative GPA over the duratiof the
study (Fig. B).
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Figure31. Cumulative GPA bgthnicity during fall semester 2011 thru 2015.



Significant dferences(p<0.001)were observedamongall classificationsising LSD mean
separation Sophomoreadult students achievethe highest cumulative GPA, followed by other
freshman adult students. On the other hand, transiadult students showed théowest
cumulative GPAFig. 2). This difference perhapsanbe explained by the fact that sophomore
adult studentshave hadhe time to identify witha student communityn campus, while other
students havenot had that opportunity.

Of the sixmostpopularacademic programfor adult students, other nomlegree prograrashowed
the lowestcumulative GPAchieved byadult studentswhile the other five programs hasimilar
cumulative GP#&(Fig. 33)
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Figure32. Cumulative GPA bglassificationduring fall Figure33. Cumulative GPA by acadhic program during fall
semester 2011 thru 2015. semester 2011 thru 2015.

A highercumulative GPAvas observedor adult students receiving PELL gratmt®ughout thefive
years of studyindicating thatPELL grarftnancial aidcould have a positive impaon adult

4 0 dzR SustdimesqFig. 3).

GPA by PELL Grant Recipients
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Figure34. Cumulative GPA by PELL grartipéent during
fall semester2011 thru 2015.

Adult studentswho had earned a GED diploma hasimilar cumulative GPés students with a
regular HS diploma over tHave terms studied (Fig.5.

Adult studentsclassified as natollege ready achieved, in general, a higher and more stable
cumulative GPAuring the fiveyears(Fig. 8).



Figure35. Cumulative GPA by high school diploma during Figure36. Cumulative GPA bgollege readinessluring fall
fall semester 2011 thru 2015. semester 2011 thru 2015.

Specifiderm GPAs were calculated for conventional clasgsse{o-faceon campus)distance
classegonline) dayclassesand evening classéakenby adult students during thall semestes
from 2011 b 2015 AverageGPAand standard errorsalculationsvere completedor each term
GPA.Adult studentsconsistenty attained a higheraverageGPA in distance and evening classes
thanin conventional and day classisevery term(Figs. 3 and 38).

Additionally,averageterm GPAand standard error werealculated for distance classes taken by
traditional students (<24 years gldnd compared with adult resdt Adult learners achieved
higherGPA in distance classes than traditional students acrosfiviingears of study (Fig. 39).

Figure37. Average erm GPA byconventional and distance Figure38. Average erm GPA bylay and eveningclasses
classeduring fall semester 2011 thru 2015. during fall semester 2011 thru 2015.

Figure39. Adult versus Traditional students' term @GRor
Distance classes



